Screening for breast cancer with MRI.
Breast MRI has emerged as an extremely powerful tool in breast imaging. The use of breast MRI for cancer detection has the potential to change our current algorithms in the detection of breast cancer. By being able to detect cancer that is occult on conventional imaging, such as mammography and sonography, MRI can detect early breast cancer that was previously unseen by conventional imaging. This article reviews the experience of screening breast MRI in the high-risk population. It also reviews the limitations associated with its use. Before breast MRI can be used in the clinical setting, an ability to localize or biopsy MRI detected lesions that are occult on mammography and ultrasound is needed and must be available for these patients. Although the robustness of this technique has generated considerable enthusiasm, our perspective should be tempered by the fact that many questions remain unanswered regarding the use of breast MRI for screening in the nonhigh risk population as well as integration of breast MRI into clinical practice.